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Details of the new agent were revealed by acecident during a maeeting of 160
scientists at S5t Alfred's College in Winchester last mcnthi. The conference was
called to look for means ¢f combating anthrax in animals.

There was consternation when a member of the Russian delegation announced
that he and his colleagues had used genetic engineering to make a new strain of
anthrax resistant to any of the most common antibiotics that might be used to
treat the illness.

'What is 80 extraordinary is that the Russiang have chosen to experiment
with and then develop a waapon that is deadly to man,'' said one intelligence
souxce.

‘'It is totally irresponsible. '’

Russia has a long history of involvement with relnarch'into anthrax. In
1979, an explogion at the Institute of Microbiology and Virology on the
outskirts of Sverdlovsk killed more than 100 people.

Although the aufhorities blamed contaminated meat for the deaths, tﬁiy were
caused by the release of a small quantity cf anthzax spores whiech contaminated
200 square Xilometres of land.

In 1585 Vladimir Pasechnik, & Russian sc¢ientist, defected to Britain and
revesled that for more than a decade thousands of Russian scientists had been
secretly perfacting new biclogical weapons.

Since then, successive American presidenta and British prime miniltirs have
tzied in vain| to get Ruasia to desist. Despite the diplomatic pressure,

been unable to force the military to halt the

the military has been actively selling biological
Gulf war, the allies warned Irag that the use of
14 have prempted nuclear retaliation.
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